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The newest version of the Abel simulator 
– it would be no exaggeration to call it a 

technological breakthrough – has the potential 
to transform the way ringing is both learnt and 
taught. Chris Hughes, who developed the 

original software, has added moving images of 
real ringers so that beginners, and indeed 
experienced ringers, can practise in a realistic 
virtual environment.

Last week Chris and I and a group of 
local ringers helped to demonstrate how the 
new system works when the BBC came to 
film technology in action at Christ Church, 
Isle of Dogs.

Images that can change our world
a software review by Roger Booth

The latest version of Abel – 3.8.0a – is available as a download (£20) or on a CD (£22): see advert on p.1274
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Until recently a simulator allowed people to 
practise listening skills, but many ringers are 
unable to ring purely by ear and there are 
certainly not enough people around who can 
train people to do this. The result is that the 
ringer, who perhaps can ring a doubles method 
on a tower bell, then has a go at doing the 
same thing on a simulator and finds it very 
difficult and soon gives up trying.

What was needed was a simulator that not 
only made the right sounds, but also gave a 
realistic impression of the visual experience of 
ringing with other ringers. Beltower was the 
first to do this, with cartoon characters, and 
soon enterprising ringers connected this up to a 
projector or a large LCD screen to give a larger 
image and an even more realistic impression.

Chris Hughes’ latest release of Abel takes 
this development one stage further with the use 
of video samples of real ringers replacing the 
cartoon characters. You can now look at a 
screen and practise ringing by ropesight with 
realistic images of from three to sixteen ringers.

Isle of Dogs experience
Christchurch Isle of Dogs is an active 

church, but one of many towers in the area 
without a local band, and we have always 
wanted to do something about this. About four 
months ago we installed sensors on all of the 
bells to help train a new band. After we saw 
the latest release of Abel at the Ringing 
Roadshow we upgraded to it and acquired a 
spare projector. By moving some of the peal 
boards we had a perfect area for a 6 foot 
(1800mm) wide screen on the opposite wall, 
which showed moving images of the ringers.

One of the key problems with the 
recruitment and training new ringers is 
retention. It takes a lot of effort to recruit a 
group of new ringers and you don’t want to 
waste that effort by losing 90 percent of your 
recruits in the first few months. Projects like 
the North Bucks Branch Big Ring Pull, the 

Taunton Branch Recruitment and Training 
project, and the success of the Marsworth 
Ringing Centre have all demonstrated that by 
following three key principles it is possible to 
retain more than 60 percent of newcomers 
after two years:
zz Intensive training: A few minutes’ 

practice each week is not enough. Two or 
more intensive sessions each week will 
enable people to learn much faster, join in 
with the rest of the band within a couple 
of weeks, and retain their interest.

zz Targeted practices: Many traditional 
practices try to cater for all abilities, but 
this can be unsatisfactory for both the 
experienced ringer and the new ringer, 
each getting limited practice. Targeted 
sessions can be much more productive.

zz Group working: With towers and teachers 
coming together and collaborating, rather 
than working independently, it is much 
easier for groups to put on programmes of 
intensive tuition and targeted practices.

Working with our friends at Bermondsey, 
Rotherhithe and Greenwich we wanted to 
follow these principles and make sure that we 
were able to offer our new ringers a 
programme of intensive targeted training.  
The new version of Abel (3.8.0a) makes that 
so much easier.

More rope time
Our new ringers have been able to progress 

much more quickly than at a normal practice 
where you can only give each beginner two or 
three ‘prime rings’ in an evening (a touch 
specifically for them with a strong band 
around them) – while experienced ringers 
don’t want to spend all evening doing 
elementary exercises.

With the new release of Abel, we have 
been able to give the new ringers much more 
rope time in an hour and a half target session, 

Officers of the Central Council of 
Church Bell Ringers

President: Chris Mew
Vice-President: Christopher D O’Mahony

Hon. Treasurer: Andrew Taylor
Hon. Secretary: Mary Bone, 

11 Bullfields, Sawbridgeworth, Herts, CM21 9DB  
(01279 726159) secretary@cccbr.org.uk
Hon. Assistant Secretary: Carol Franklin

Website address: www. cccbr.org.uk

(Founded by John S Goldsmith)
Official Journal of the 

Central Council of Church Bell Ringers

Editor and Manager: Robert A Lewis 
Mobile: 0797 4914936 

editor@ringingworld.co.uk

Email addresses – editorial & production – 
please see beneath relevant section headers for 
letters, peals, quarter peals and Around & 
About. For all other copy submissions please 
use the Editor’s email address as above.
35A High Street, Andover, Hampshire, SP10 1LJ 
Telephone: 01264 366 620  Fax: 01264 360 594
The RW administrative office is normally open:

9.30am - 4.30pm Mon, Tue, Thu and Fri. 
The office is closed on Wednesdays

Visitors to the RW office MUST telephone  
and make an appointment well ahead please.
Email addresses – administrative support:

subs@ringingworld.co.uk (subscriptions)
notices@ringingworld.co.uk (advertising)
admin@ringingworld.co.uk (other enquiries)

ONLINE-ONLY SUBSCRIPTION
available worldwide

12 months, by UK Direct Debit £42.00
12 months, paid by other means £46.00

POSTAL SUBSCRIPTIONS
One copy, 3 months £23.00
One copy, 6 months £37.00
One copy, 12 months £69.00
One copy, 12 months, by Direct Debit £65.00

Overseas
Western Europe (incl. Eire) £141.00
Rest of World (Surface) £141.00
Rest of World (Air Mail) £167.00
Remittances, payable to The Ringing World,  
should be addressed to the RW office.

The Ringing World Bankers: CAF Bank 
Sort Code 40-52-40. Account No. 00095085

Copyright
Registered as a newspaper at the Post Office. 
Published by The Ringing World Ltd. © The 
Ringing World Ltd. 2014. All Rights Reserved. The 
copyright in this newspaper may not be used, 
sold, transferred, copied or reproduced in whole 
or in part in any manner or form or in or on any 
media to any person without the prior written 
consent of the publisher. Photographs and 
manuscripts submitted to the newspaper are lent 
at the owner’s risk; neither the publisher nor its 
agents accept liability for any loss or damage.

The Ringing World Limited
Registered Office:  

35A High Street, Andover, Hampshire, SP10 1LJ
Directors:

N R D Orchard (Chairman) 
chairman@ringingworld.co.uk

W A Hibbert, C M Parker, C F Roulstone,  
R A Smith, D N Wallis, R J Wallis

Company Secretary:
Claire F Roulstone, 3 Stocks Farm Cottages,  
The Street, Bramley, Hampshire, RG26 5BP 

companysecretary@ringingworld.co.uk
Registered in England Co. Number 1722963

Registered as a Charity in London under No.287182

Roger Booth demonstraing the latest version of Abel at Christ Church, Isle of Dogs, London
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so they get to perfect things straight away, 
not over a series of weeks. They also tell us 
that it is less intimidating, as they are less 
worried about making mistakes in front of 
other people.

We have also been able to have useful 
discussions about striking. Without prompting 
we found that several of the beginners were 
watching the striking display at the bottom of 
the screen to see how far out they were. It was 
particularly useful to slow the peal speed 
down to 4h30 and to have a discussion about 
counting your place and including an open 
hand stroke lead, and then to get them to 
count along, before gradually speeding up. It 
was much clearer than doing this in real time.

Teaching people how to lead by ropesight 
was also much easier to explain. By slowing 
the motion down we were able to show how 
the treble needs to wait till the tenor ringer is 
almost catching their sally, before the treble 
pulls off to start the next handstroke. We 
know that ropesight is not as accurate as 
ringing by rhythm, but we are pretty sure that 
our new ringers are using a combination of 
both senses.

With our multi-bell interface we have also 
found that two new ringers can practise 
ringing rounds at once, so long as they are not 
on adjacent bells – two and six work well. 
Once we got over this stage we were able to 
teach them to ring plain hunt on three, using 
just two experienced ringers with the three 
cover bells added by the simulator.

Although it’s not the same as ringing with 
real people, and we need a mixture of 
simulator and real sessions, we are now able 
to do far more. We have effectively been 
able to set up a second practice night, 
without the need to find five more 
experienced ringers willing to ring just 
rounds, call changes, kaleidoscope exercises 
and plain hunting all night.

Of course you can still practice ringing by 
ear, without moving images, and experienced 
ringers can practise ringing more advanced 
methods. However, tried various combinations 

on the new Abel we have found that it is most 
effective on six and eight bells. As the number 
of bells increases the size of the images on the 
screen becomes smaller, so once you get to 
twelve bells the value of the moving images 
tails off – but how many Bristol Maximus 
ringers rely on ropesight!

Many other towers could befit from a 
similar simulator installation. In view of the 
ageing profile of the ringing population we 
do need to train many more ringers, yet the 
shortage of experienced ringers to do this  
on a meaningful scale is a problem. This 
technology significantly reduces the number 
of experienced ringers required. It also 
brings ringing up to date and makes it much 
more appealing to the younger generation. 
Of course there are a few minor bits of 
tidying up that need to be done, and this is 
in hand, but overall Chris Hughes has done 
an excellent job.

It’s also amazing how competition between 
the private developers has resulted in this 
huge step forward. And it does not stop there. 
David Horrocks’ Saxilby Simulators have 
been on sale for a few years now, so it is 
possible to buy an off the shelf dumb bell. 
Whitechapel Bellfoundry are now selling, 
under licence, kits for the Adelaide Ringing 
Centre’s dumb bell design. Even David 
Bagley, supplier of the photocell sensors is 
now under serious competition from Tony 
Croft with his newly designed Belfree plug 
and play wireless simulator sensors, making 
installation so much easier.

The Whiting Society have also produced an 
excellent DVD From Rounds to Ropesight 
which includes a detailed explanation and 
many exercises which new ringers can try at 
home in order to develop their ropesight skills. 
This provides a useful complement to the 
latest version of Abel. What is now needed is 
a publication on how to put all of these latest 
developments to best use. Phil Gay’s book 
Simulators and Teaching is well out of date, 
but I understand that the Whiting Society 

First Peal Congratulations
Steven C. Maddox, James Laughlin,  
Esther S. Pilgrim

Editorial
The good news from Camberwell in south 

London is that the bells are still turning after 
what was a shock instruction to stop from 
the vicar to the ringers (see p.1261). The age 
old conflict of interest between those who are 
annoyed by the sound of bells and those who 
love to hear the music (see New Alresford 
p.1276) was brought to a head rather 
suddenly in an email sent to the tower 
captain by the vicar. While a compromise 
has been agreed that may not entirely satisfy 
either the complainers or the ringers, the 
episode is another example of how 
contentious ringing can be.

Stories abound of angry neighbours 
taking revenge action. Like the tower where 
the ropes were cut off above the sally, or 
ringers confronted by a resident brandishing 
an axe and, internally, tensions between 
ringers and choir competing for practice 
time are nothing new. Ringers feel they are 
improving their skills on practice night and 
sending out a call to the faithful on a Sunday 
but they need to be sensitive to the negative 
impact a loud – and sometimes unevenly 
handled – set of bells can have on people 
living close by.

Many towers have some form of sound 
control to reduce the noise levels of practice 
and it’s agreed by all concerned at 
Camberwell that the bells are loud and 
sound control is inefficient. Identifying the 
problem can be a step towards a solution 
and that inevitably will come down to 
spending money. If support for the 
Camberwell ringers is as strong as we think 
it is, then the parish officers should seek to 
find the necessary funds. Perhaps the ringers 
could help by lobbying sponsors to back a 
peal or at least a quarter in aid of a future 
sound system.

We were very sorry to learn of the 
deterioration in the condition of Tony Parry 
(see back page) and many ringers have come 
to appreciate his pioneering work with the 
Campanophile website. Our best wishes go to 
Tony and his family at this difficult time.
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A London vicar who took the drastic step of  
  silencing his own bells has agreed to a 

compromise arrangement that will allow 
ringing to continue. Father Nick George of  
St Giles, Camberwell said he was responding 
to ‘a few complaints’ from residents near the 
church when he ordered ringing to stop in an 
email he sent to tower captain David Cloake.

“It was a bolt from the blue,“ David told 
The Ringing World. He agreed that the sound 
from the ten bells was particularly loud on the 
south side of the church but said he had 
received no indication that parishioners were 
unhappy and was puzzled that there had been 
no discussion between the vicar and the 
ringers before the order to stop.

Camberwell is part of the London Docklands 
group of towers, both north and south of the 
river Thames where there are in David’s words 
“too many ropes and not enough ringers”. 
Towers at Rotherhithe, Walworth, Limehouse 
and the Isle of Dogs can no longer sustain 
consistent practices or Sunday ringing. Only 
Bermondsey has a regular weekly practice 
while at Camberwell he ran a monthly session 
that drew support from other parts of south 
London and further afield.

Ten years ago Camberwell was silent and 
neglected before a group of volunteers cleaned 
up the belfry and reclaimed the ringing 
chamber from the pigeons. Even then it was 
clear that the oak louvres were inadequate as a 
sound control system but overall the return of 
ringing was welcomed.

The monthly Friday night practice from 7 to 
9pm became a popular fixture and the bells 
were also pealed a couple of times a year and 
rung for up to a dozen weddings. “They’re a 

hard ask,” says David. “Not the easiest set of 
bells but since they were retuned and rehung, 
they sound lovely.”

Then in October came the surprise of the 
vicar’s email. He wrote: “The complaints 

have been good natured but firm, and needing 
some feed-back from me, which I cannot 
ignore. It is not inconceivable, for example, 
that if I do ignore them, this may make us 
vulnerable to legal action.” He said ringing 
was to be suspended ‘until further notice’ 
while the question of sound control  
was investigated.

David Cloake alerted his fellow ringers and 
sent an email to Surrey Association members. 
He received widespread support and indeed, it 
became clear that within St Giles there was 
concern at the silencing of the bells. At a 
subsequent churchwardens’ meeting a 
compromise was offered to the ringers:  
a limited practice could resume from 7.15 to 
8.30pm with a brief break in the middle. 
While not ideal, David felt it was better to 
keep the bells turning than to risk months of 
silence and the daunting task of trying to 
resurrect ringing at some future date.

Father Nick was unwilling to discuss the 
situation with The Ringing World but did say 
he planned to meet the ringers to work out 
how best to improve sound control. “It’s all 
containable, it’s all positive,” he said. David 
further added that he had been due to meet the 
vicar to plan a way forward. “Nick has been a 
great supporter of the ringing over the last ten 
years. I understand his position and concerns. 
I very much hope we can resolve this issue 
through the introduction of sound control, 
however, the louvres are very large and the 
job could be somewhat costly”.

Compromise keeps the Camberwell bells turning
by Andrew Harvey

The vicar ordered ringing to stop at St Giles, Camberwell

From treble to tenor: Louise Booth, Eva Redei, Elizabeth LeMoine, Joe Tilley, Andrew Clark, 
David Moore, David Cloake, Mike Todd, Luke Camden and Colin Friend (Photo by Morag Todd)
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University Announcements
LIVERPOOL UNIVERSITIES SOCIETY. Annual Dinner, 
Saturday 21st February 2015. The Annual Dinner will 
be held at the Adelphi Hotel. Contact me for further 
details at gensec@luscr.org.uk. Peter Bennett, 
General Secretary.  5093

Long Length Attempt
I give notice for a record long peal of 10,080 
KNAPPS FARM S ROYAL on 29-12-2014 starting 
10am. At Knapps Farm, Doulting, nr Shepton Mallet, 
Somerset, if rung will be credited to Bath and Wells 
Association. Robert Perry.  6069

Weekday Meetings and Practices
SOUTHWELL AND NOTTINGHAM DIOCESAN 
GUILD. South Notts District. District meeting on 
Thursday 18th December at St Peter’s, Ruddington 
at 7.30pm.  4125

Meetings on Saturday December 13
DERBY D.A. Chesterfield District. Ringers’ Carol 
Service, ringing from 4.30pm followed by Service and 
mince pies. St Bartholomew’s, Old Whittington, S41 
9QY. For more info see www.derbyda.org.uk.  4109

KCACR. Rochester District. Carol Service at 
Gillingham (8). Ringing 3.30pm, Carol Service 
4.30pm, followed by refreshments and further 
ringing. Names for refreshments by Wednesday 
10th December to gillingham@rochesterdistrict.org.
uk. All welcome.  4113

KCACR. Tonbridge District. Carol Service, St Martin, 
Brasted. Ringing from 4.30pm for Service at 6pm 
followed by mulled wine and mince pies. All 
welcome.  4114

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION OF CHANGE RINGERS. 
Preston Branch. Meeting on Saturday 13th 
December at St John, Broughton. Ringing 3-5pm. 
All welcome.  4123

ST DAVID’S GUILD. Practice and Quarterly Meeting. 
Saturday 13th December, ringing 2pm, service from 
4pm followed by tea & meeting. Numbers for tea to 
John Prytherch 01437 890951. Suggested methods: 
Grandsire & Stedman Triples, Plain Bob Major, 
Cambridge Surprise Major, Double Norwich Court 
Bob Major.  4126

SOUTHWELL & NOTTINGHAM D.G. Bingham 
District. Afternoon ringing at Thoroton from 3.15pm. 
Service, tea and meeting at East Bridgford from 
4.30pm followed by evening ringing from 6.30pm 
approx. Names for tea to Jane Bancroft on 01949 
20812.  4120

Meetings on Saturday December 20
LEICESTER D.G. Melton District. Meeting Saturday 
20th December 7-8.30pm at Branston (6). All abilities 
welcome.  4124

Publications
BOOKS BY STEVE COLEMAN. £14.95 each. There 
are now Five. Gift Wrapping Free, posted same day. 
Discounts 3 or more. Tel 01452 831197. www.
ringingbooks.co.uk.  4073

For Sale
QUALITY PEALBOARDS. Free layout and quote 
please visit www.pealboards.co.uk –   
paul@pealboards.co.uk – tel: 023 8089 8741

Simulators
Practise any method on your Windows PC,  
Apple Mac, iPhone, iPod Touch or iPad. See  
www.abelsim.co.uk  6043

VIRTUAL BELFRY 3.0, now a simulator. New  
and unique features for teaching and method/
striking practice. Free trial copy from www.
belfryware.com.  6073

RATES held from 1st January 2013
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Loose leaf inserts £400 for 3,000 single A4 
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All rates include VAT, registered charities may 
qualify for VAT exempt rates. Contact the RW 
admin team on 01264 366 620 for information.

Terms
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Abel is the world’s most popular ringing simulator for both home and tower use, used by 5,500+ ringers. Mabel provides Abel’s  
main home-use features on an Apple Mac. Mobel is a simulator for iPhone, iPod Touch and iPad:  “a belfry in your pocket”.
Use Abel or Mabel to ring, conduct or print anything from call changes and Plain Hunt to Spliced Surprise, on 3 to 24 bells.  

Use Mobel to ring or conduct plain courses or touches of any method on 4-16 bells, or ring spliced, or see the line of any method.
Details, and ordering, at www.abelsim.co.uk. Mobel is in the App Store. All profits to charity, including The Ringing Foundation.

6089

Abel for Windows PCs Mobel for iPhone/iPod/iPad Mabel for Apple Mac

already have such a publication under active 
consideration.

The BBC’s flagship technology programme 
Click came to the Isle of Dogs on 2nd 
December to film a piece about the use of 
simulators in bell ringing featuring the latest 
release of Abel and an interview with Chris 
Hughes and some of the ringers. The item is 

likely to be broadcast just before Christmas. 
Click is broadcast on both TV and radio and 
can be found on many social networks and 
iPlayer. On TV it is broadcast on:

BBC Breakfast on Saturdays at 06:45  
and Sundays 07:45

BBC Two on Mondays at 10:30
BBC UK News Channel on Saturdays  

at 01:30 and both Saturday and Sunday  
at 11:30 and 15:30

BBC World News on Saturdays 08:30 and 
16:30 and Sundays at 04:30 and 13:30

A word from the inventor
Chris Hughes writes:

A tower ringer expects to see when other 
ringers pull their ropes: they want ropesight. 
Some years ago, PC graphics improved to the 
point where it became possible to provide 
cartoon graphics of ropes and ringers, while 
maintaining the regular rhythm of the 
simulator bell sound. This was a step forward, 
but still the cartoons did not provide quite the 
same experience as seeing real ringers. 
Looking at the small screen of a PC is quite 
different from seeing people and ropes moving 
all around you in a tower. Recently however, 
the falling price of PC projectors intended for 
the home cinema market has made it possible 
for some towers to use a projector to provide 
almost life-size pictures.

The latest development was launched at the 
2014 Ringing Roadshow. Abel, the most 
commonly used simulator program, now 
provides video-like graphics of a ringer, 
apparently ringing the simulated bells. This is 
done using frames from two seconds of real 
video (one backstroke or handstroke), which 
the program manipulates to fit with the rhythm 
of each of the simulated bells. In effect the PC 
has to create and show six, eight or more 
small videos, one per bell, all at the same 
time, while still maintaining the precise timing 
of the bell sounds. When projected on a large 
screen, the result is a realistic ringing 
experience. At last ringers can use ropesight 
with a simulator providing life-like images of 
the other ringers.

Thus the latest developments allow 
someone to practice as if with a band of real 
ringers who all ring with perfect rhythm and 
never make any mistakes! The realistic bell 
sounds let the ringer hear whether their bell is 
striking in the right place, and the projected 
graphics let them practise ropesight. Because 
of the very wide range of features that the 
simulator provides, it is possible to practise 
almost any aspect of ringing, from training 
exercises for new ringers up to the most 
complex ringing ever achieved, all in the most 
realistic environment yet available.

Front page article on Abel  
Concluded from p.1255
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